James K. Polk Explained

In 1844, the Democrats were split 
· The three candidates trying to be the Democratic Party’s candidate for president that year were splitting the Democratic Party apart. Kind of like the Bernie Sanders v Joe Biden situation a few weeks ago. 
The three nominees for the presidential candidate 

Were Martin Van Buren, a former president and an abolitionist 

James Buchanan, a moderate

Louis Cass, a general and expansionist
· An abolitionist is someone who wants to abolish slavery.

· A moderate is someone who’s in the middle. Not too far to the right or left.

· An expansionist is someone who wants the United States to expand its territory and influence. 

From Nashville came a dark horse riding up 

He was James K. Polk, Napoleon of the Stump
· A “dark horse” is a little known, unexpectedly successful entry into a race. James K. Polk swooped in and won the nomination over Van Buren, Buchanan, and Cass, much like many Democrats would like to see Michelle Obama swoop in and take the nomination from Biden.
Austere, severe, he held few people dear 
· He was strict, hard, and disciplined. He didn’t have a lot of close friends. 
His oratory filled his foes with fear 
· He was a great public speaker and debater. 
The factions soon agreed 

He's just the man we need 

To bring about victory 

Fulfill our manifest destiny 
· I hope you remember what “manifest destiny” is. If not, check your notes. 
And annex the land the Mexicans command

· Recall that the United States wanted to expand into the southwest, what is currently California, Arizona, New Mexico, etc.  

And when the votes were cast the winner was 

Mister James K. Polk, Napoleon of the Stump
· One of Polk’s nicknames. People often stood on tree stumps to give political speeches during this time. In fact, the basic speech a politician gives when they visit a state is still called their “stump speech”. Polk was a conqueror like Napoleon when it came to debating and making speeches. 
In four short years he met his every goal 

· His main accomplishments are listed below:

1. He seized the whole southwest from Mexico 

2. Made sure the tariffs fell 
a. (Remember tariffs are taxes on imports)
3. And made the English sell the Oregon territory
a. (This ended British claims to what became the states of Washington, Idaho, and Oregon.)
4. He built an independent treasury
a. (This is a bit complicated but basically he kept the Treasury Department separate from the country’s banking and financial systems.)
 

Having done all this he sought no second term 

· He accomplished what he wanted to do and did not run for reelection. 

But precious few have mourned the passing of 

Mister James K. Polk, our eleventh president 

Young Hickory, Napoleon of the Stump

· Young Hickory was another of Polk’s nicknames. Andrew Jackson was known as Old Hickory because of his toughness. Polk reminded people of Jackson. 
