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July 4, 1776, started out like an ordinary
day in Philadelphia. Yet something )
remarkable was happening inside the State ~
House. The Second Continental Congress
was making one of the most important
decisions in American History. -
Two days earlier, Congress had voted >
T T : ﬁ&f_or .independence.. Now thedelegates were ’f/
i W 3R taking another look at Thomas Jefferson’s |
a ! Declaration of Independence. The men
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The Congress asked local printer
John Dunlap to print about 200
copies of the declaration. Congress
sent copies to all of the colonies
and to the Continental army’s
commanding officers.

| Dunlap printed the declaratlon

in his newspaper, the Pennsylvania

Evening Post, on July 6, 1776. On

July 8, the document was read aloud |

in Philadelphia’s town square. And
on July 9, George Washington read
it to his troops.
After the Qgclaratiqﬁ of
" Independence was réad, many
patriots cheered with excitement.

In some places, the colonists even
celebrfated VVlth flreworks
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So what exactly does the
declaration say, and what
do its words mean to you?
Turn the page to find out.
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In Congress, July 4, 1776.
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'The unanimous Declaration of the
thirteen united States of America,

o,

When in the Course of human
it fheoh

events, it becomes necessary for one

(470l S

people to dissolve the political bands S ecres

which have connected them with another, 71
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and to assume among the powers of the .y /
earth, the separate and equal stationto "/

e (e

which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s ...”
dissolve — break up God entitle them, a decent respect to L

: ' opinions of mankind requires that they
unanimous — 1n : T > g e iy !
complete agreement should declare the causes which impe

s them to the separation.
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Before the Declaration
of Independence,

t Britain ruled

3 colon

The 12 colories in America have agreed as one +to

break ties with Great Britain. Both natuvre and

- |
' God have given people this right, Now the people

will tell the world why.
L

Hvh?

Thomas Jetberson, the main avthor
o the Declaration of Independence,
loved words. He especially loved
big words, We don't have room '
+o debine them all. But if you're
cvriovs, geab your dictionary.

Thomas Jefferson




i The Declaration of I ndependence Continued

! We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men *‘ ddai

are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator

with cgrtain unalienabilév R,ighfcg?chét among these are
ife, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.
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Equality for All?

The Declaration of Independence says +hat everybody is
created equal. But in 1776, equality applied only +o some people.
At that time, Millions of Abricans in the 12 colonies were slaves.
Wotmen covld not vote or own property. American indians were
forced off their native lands. I+ wasn't a perbect world it 1776
But with the declaration,
Congress set into motion a
form of government that in
time wovld inclvde all people.
The ration still isn'+ perfect,
but it's a lot better than it
was back then,

B e

unalienable — can't be taken away




Sotme rights shovld be clear to everyore. For one

thing, all men are equal. God gave people certain rights
iz

that nobody can take away. These rights inclvde the

right to life and a right +o freedom. People shovld be

free to find happiness.
]

The declaration doesn’t say that Today we would
we have a right to be happy. It say “people”
says we have the right to try to instead of “men.”
be happy. Happiness is a goal,

not a promise.




(» B : - - - - =,

. [he Declaration of Independence Continued

* That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted
among Men, deriving their just powers from the

- consent of the governed ——That ‘whenever any Form
¥ - of Government becomes destruc’ave to these ends, it
is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and
to institute new Govemment, laying its foundation on
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~ “such principles and organizing it$ powers in such form,

~ as to them shall seem most hkely to effect their. Safety

and Happmess Prudence, indeed, will dictate that

overnmen long estabhshed should not be changed

hght nd transient cat

I Mobs of colonists fried to
force British officials to resign.

abolish — put an end to



Govertments shovld protect the rights of their people.

Governments get their powers from the people they

serve, /8 a government fails to protect its citizens, then
Lo ool

the citizens shovld change the government. Citizens shovld

do this for really good reasons, not for silly ores.

Today U.S. citizens can change
the government by voting. But the
" colonists didn't have that right.
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ﬁze Dec/dmtmn f Indefendmce Cint:nued

and accordingly all expénence hath shewn, that
" mankind are more disp:

ed to éuffe‘i, while evils are

sufferable than to right emselves by abolishing the :

 forms to which they are accustomed But when a long

 train of abuses and usurpatlons pursumg mvanably

~ the same Object evinces a des1grt to reduce them under

o - absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty,

. to throw off such Government, and to provide new

Guards for thelr future security. — Such has been the
atient sufferance ‘ tﬁése Calom : :and such is now

to alte,r;‘therir fotme‘r

tyranny — a cruel or unfair government




People often choose to svbber instead of making

ohanges. Colonists have tried to be patient, bvt

their svfbering mvst end. £novgh is enough The colonies
have the responsibility to end Great Britain's vnbair
control. King George 11/ has a history of crvelty., He is

a tyrant. Let the world know what he has done wrong,

The colo
for fair tr
listened. H
opinions d

The Top Five Complaints

\ At this point, Jetberson and the colorists inclvded
king George Il | a long list of complaints abovt King George /1.
Instead of the whole list, here are the main points.

5. He ired leaders who didn't agree with him or do what he said.

4. He didn't purish British soldiers for hurting or even Killing
. the colorists.
2. He made the colonists give food and shelter to British soldiers.
2, He forced the colonists to join his navy.
. He didn't give colonists any say in Making laws.
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[ ke Declaration f Independence Continued
... In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned ‘(‘ Ll
for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions

have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose

e e S S SRR

character is thus marked by every act which may define a

Benjamin Franklin (standing at left)
went to Great Britain to plead for fair
| freatment of the colonies.

!
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petition — ask @& { |

redress — correcting something that is wrong or unfair
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7718 Declaration o f Indelzendence
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Nor have We been wanting in attentions

" to our British brethren We have warned
* them from time to time of attempts by their
 legislature to extend an unwarrantable

jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them
of the circumstances of our emigfation and
settlement here. We have appealed to their ‘
native justice and magnanimity, and we have
yconjured them by the ties of our common
ndred to dlsa:vow hese usurpatlons, which,
would 1nev1tably rnterrupt our connections |
"‘d correspondence They too have been deaf




We didn't go to st the king abovt these problems.

We also tried to talk to the British people and their
lawmakers, We reminded +them why we lef+ Evrope and

came to America, Many of vs came from Great Britain.
|

We asked for their help becavse we were brothers.
But they wovld not listen either. 50 now we st
separate ovrselves from all of Great Britain, We are

now enemies at war. Whern the war ends, we will be
|

friends again.

n the Declaration of Independence Many of the colonists
s written, the Revolutionary War
1 already been going on for r
nonths. The first shots of the \
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7 Fe ﬂec/dmttan of I ndependence Continued
We, therefore the Representatlves of the united States ,(g i
of America, in General Congress, Assembled appealing

o

=

 to the Supreme ]udge of the world for the rectitude of

“our intentions, do, in the Name, and by the Authoﬁty of

the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and
leclare, That these United Colon'i‘eﬁs are, and of Right ought
o be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved
. from all Allegiance to the BntlSh Crown, and that all
oht1ca1 connectlon between them and the state of Great

O T I AT O

@
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4

allegiance — duty and loyalty



As representatives of the American people,
|

we declare these colonies to be free states,

The King is no longer ovr rvler, We break all ties

with Great Britain,

Every colony sent a delegate
to the Second Continental
Congress. These delegates tried
to vote as the people in their
colonies would have voted.

members of the Second
Continental Congress
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. T he Declaration of Independence Continued

- and that as Free and Independent States, they have full
- Power to levy War, con'ci:ude.Peace‘, contract Alliances,
establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and
Things which Independent States may of right do. And
for the support; ofixthiéji}feélaration,‘w)vith a firm reliance
. pn‘the protection of divine Proﬁdehce, we mutually
;Pledge to-each other our Lives, our Fortunes and

{.
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our sacred Honor.
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John Hancock's Signature

John Hancock's signature is the largest
on the document. Legend has it that
Hancock wanted the king to be able to
read it withovt his glasses. This story
is untrve, His signature is in the center
and is the largest for two reasons.
First, he was the president of the
Contirental Congress, Second, he
always sigred his name like this,

[ s > ==
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As free states, we have the same powers as
other covntries, We can go to war, make agreements,

and trade with other covntries. We believe God will

help protect vs, We now sign ovr names +o this
|

declaration. By sigring, we are putting our lives, ovr

money and property, and ovr repvtations on the line.
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he Declaration o

The colonists’ problems with
the British began after the French »
and Indian War:(1754-1763). The 7/ *
British spent a lot of money on this /..
war for control of North America. ~ ° 2
Now, the British felt the colonists v
should pay that money back.

King George III raised taxes on

everything from sugar and tea to
paper goods and clothing.
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No Say in the Government
The colonists didn’t think this was fair. All
of these new laws were made in Great Britain.
“The colonists didn’t have a say. The colonists
‘wanted to make the Jaws that affected them.
But the king wouldn't listen. He didn’t
care what the colonists thoﬁght. Soon, some
colonists rebeled. Some threw barrels of tea
into Boston Harbor. This event became known
as the Boston Tea Party | ‘
Finally, in 1774, a group of colomal leaders
met in Philadelphia. During the

First Continental Congress, leaders
alked about the problems in the

colonies. They sent a letter to the
king askmg to be heard. Little
was done to make thmgs rlght
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( - [ ke Reuolutionary War -
l The next April, things grew worse in

| Massachusetts. The l(ing ordered his army to take
‘_away the colomsts weapons The colonists fought - |
- back. The battles of Lexington and Concord were l
 the first battles of the Revolutionary War.

Road to Independence
Seme colonists started talking about

independence. This was a dangerous thing to do.
Talking about revolting against your government
is treason. This crime can be punished by death.
' In January 1776, Thomas Palhe printed a
pamphlet called Common Sense. In it, he wrote
about the idea of mdependence Many colonists
lread his pamphlet and agreed with Paine’s 1deas
- OnJune 7, 1776, V1rg1n1a delegate Richard
;Henry Lee poke at the Continental Congres,
H '_tall(ed about mdépendence This was the |

| treason — the crime of being disloyal to your country




The men argued about independence for two long
days. Finally, many of the delegates agreed with what
Lee said. They had tried to make peace with the king,

¢ Now they had only one opt1on left.

A few weeks later, five men were asked to write a
document describing why the colonies should become
.~ independent. This committee of five included Thomas

 Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Robert

Livingston, and Roger Sherman. The document they .
_ wrote, the Declaration of Independence, was accepted

by Congress on July 4, 1776.

The Docvment

The original copy of the document
still exists Mmore than 200 years
abter it was written, Yov con see it
in the National Archives in Washington,
D.C. It i5 part O an exhibit called
the Charters of Freedom. The
Declaration of Independence sits next
to the original copies of the U.S.

Constitvtion and the Bill of Rights.
_




A Living Legacy
. The Declaration of Independence was not just important
. in 1776. It has continued to be importaﬁt for more than
200 years. During the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln
used some of the ideas from the declaration in his speeches.
When women tried to get the same rights as men, they turned
- to the declaration too. ‘ =

~ Even today, many people aro{m‘d_the world still hope to
“’ form a government that will protect their “life, liberty, and

ursuit of happiness.”

.
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the Declaration of Independence on
display at the National Archives




Great Britain and France
fight the French and

1754-1763 ! Indian War.

Colonists dump tea into
Boston Harbor in what

becomes known as the
Boston Tea Party. December 1773

The first shots of
the Revolutionary
War are fired

at Lexington

and Concord in
April 19, 1775 Massachusetts.

The Second Continental
Congress meets in
Philadelphia. John
Hancock is elected ‘
its president. § Thomas Jefferson and

§ the committee of five
present the Declaration
of Independence
to Congress.

June 28, 1776

|

Congress votes to

accept the Declaration

of Independence. President Abraham
July 4, 1776 : Lincoln refers to

the Declaration of

Independence in his

Gettysburg Address.

November 19, 1863

|




lop Five Reasons to Care abovt

the Declaration of Independence

The Declaration of Independence is why
Americans celebrate Independence Day
on July 4 every year.

If the colonists hadn't risked everything
to make this declaration, Americans
might still have a king and queen.

The Declaration of Independence inspired
other nations to seek independence.

The Declaration of Independence gave
a new purpose to the soldiers fighting
the Revolutionary War.

The Declaration of Independence
helped establish the freedoms that
Americans enjoy today.




consanguinity — This isn't an /talian pasta dish, it's a

relationship or connection.

hath — Did Thomas Jetterson have a lisp? No/ “Hath' is a
fancy way ob saying “has” or “have.”

rectitude — This kind of sovnds like something yov Might say

it you crashed your bike — “/ wrecked it, dvde/” But this word
actvally refers to corvectness or goodness.

redress — No, we're not talking abovt putting your clothes
on again, Redress means to Make something right or +o correct
something that is vrkaic or wrong.

unalienable — This word has nothing to do with space aliens.

1+ actvally Means that something can't be given or taken away.

usurpation — Do “yov-svrp” your s0da with a straw? No,

vsurpation is taking something away from someone else, vsvally

in an vnkaic way.




abolish (uh-BOL-ish) — to put an end to something officially

absolve (ab-ZOLV) — to pardon something or free the person
from blame

allegiance (uh-LEE-junss) — loyal support for someone
or something :

declaration (dek-luh-RAY-shuhn) — the act of announcing
something, or the announcement made

dissolve (di-ZOLV) — to officially end

petition (puh-TISH-uhn) — to make a formal request

pledge (PLEJ) — to make a sincere promise

redress (ree-DRESS) — a solution or correction

treason (TREE-zuhn) — the crime of being disloyal to your country
or government

tyranny (TIHR-uh-nee) — a cruel or unfair government in which
all power is in the hands of a single ruler

unalienable (uhn-AY-lee-uhn-uh-buhl) — impossible to take away

unanimous (yoo-NAN-uh-muhss) — agreed on by everyone
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