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et _)’5510’& Address

Crowds of people head to the dedication ceremony at the SoIirs’
National Cemetery in Gettysburg on November 19, 1863.
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On November 19, 1863, about
= 15,000 people gathered in Gettysburg,
. Pennsylvania. They were there to
~ dedicate a national éemete,ry. The
cemetery was for soldiers who had
died in the Battle of Gettysburg.
} The Civil War was in its third
B RiaiT of Abranaim ncan year. States from the North, or Union,
e Sl s were fighting states from the South.
The Battle of Gettysburg was the first
battle fought on Union ground. Several
thousand soldiers diecf on both sides.
'The dedication ceremony mcluded
music, prayers, and a two-hour
speech by Edward Everett, a famous
speaker. Near the end of the program,
Pres1dent Abraham me‘oln stood to

dedicate — to devote something to a special purpose

civil war — a war between people who all live
in the same country
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t'w K erer 4 : ‘ %% Lol

hear the president’s words. In three short ~ /
~minutes, Lincoln’s speech was finished.

€EC) /e ‘, : e , :
? He sat down. The photographer didnt

f g W‘*; even have time to'take a picture. Lincol'n’ RN L
é - had spoken only a few hundred words. '

” . /! . . ;
i«éwﬁ?/ﬁy‘g S B L !
st . But those few words became one of the ,
Lov ot 2o | most famous speeches ever given in the (4>

United States.




the Nicolay copy of
Lincoln's speech

’ 136 :
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B ‘:";, ;»:: o rﬂwﬁe Did Lincoln Live i

T e
> ffﬁf’ V?M"j Lincoln's Gettysburg Address had

b et F i ";;M ( tothing to do with where he lived. /

40
o V2 = vav ‘
e W "”“:"w 4 this case, an address is a speech given
$ S = e W i . .
o e {"'w o P et before an avdience. The program listed
e g

vy N ":6 PRl | speech as “ remarks from President
i 13 ﬂ‘;}‘ ”

g o O g0 A Lincoln,” It became known as the
o
' {mw Gettysburg Address when newspapers

i ! reprinted Lincoln's words.

ierS’ National Cemetery

= Jgateway fo the '
- Lﬁ at Gettysbur:

7 What do Lincoln’s words

mean to you? Turn the
page to take a closer
look.
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T e Gettysburg Address

Four score and seven years ago our

fathers brought forth, on this continent,
. «a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and




Lincoln was quoting
the Declaration cf
Independence.

Eighty-seven years ago, George Washington,
|

Thomas Jebberson, Begiamin Frarklin, and other
men formed a new covntry, the United States of
America. They believed that all people were free,

and Americans shovld be free from foreign control.

|
They based their rew government on the idea that

all men are created equal.
[

Until 1776, King George Ill in Great Britain
ruled the American colonies. Colonists had
no say in the government. They had to pay
high taxes to King George lil.
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ﬂe getysﬁur& a/f ddress Continued
Now we are engaged in a great civil war,
testing whether that nation, or any nation so
 ’ conceived, and so dedicated, can long endure.
We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We
i%ihave come to dedicate'a portion of that ﬁeld as a
ﬁnal resting-place for those who here gave thEII
rlves, that thlS nat1on m1ght hve

adaan

Who /s Buried at
Gettysburg?

More than 2,000 soldiers are buried
at Soldiers’ National Cemetery, Most
are Union soldiers, But more than 1,200
groves contain “Unknown Soldiers.”
These vridentified men covld have been
Conbederate soldiers.

” 3

' endure — to last for a long time

engaged — taking part in

grave markers of the unknown
soldiers at Gettysburg



Today, the states are at war against each other.
|

This war tests whether or not the United States

I
of America can contive, We stand where a large Civil

War battle was fovght. We've come here to create a

cemetery for the men who fought and died to Keep
[

ovr cowmtry vrited,

During the Civil War, Union states More than 7,500 Union and
fought to keep the nation united Confederate soldiers

and to end slavery. Confederate died at Gettysburg.

states fought to be a separate,

independent nation.

The Civil War was fought between 23 Union
states and 11 Confederate states.




ﬂe get tysburg. Address C?mtmued ,
“itis altogether ﬁttmg and proper that we should

do this. . :
But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate —

g

!
?L

Lwe cannot consecrate — we cannot hallow

. this ground. The brave men, living and dead,
Who struggled here, have consecrated it far
above our poor power to add or detra

A Civilian Casvalty

In his speech, Apraham Lincoln mentioned the brave men, both living and
dead, who Sought at Gettysburg. But not everyone who died at Gettysburg
wWas a man or even a soldier,

Mary Virgitia Wade, known as Jenrie, was in the Kitchen of her sister's
hovse in Gettysburg. It was early Morting on Jvly %, 180%- Jexnvie was
probably busy Making bread, Svddenly, a bullet from a Contederate qun ripped
throvgh the hovse. It struck Jenie in the back, Killing her. Jerrie Wade, at
age 20, was the only civilian casvalty ob the Battle of Gettysburg.

13

consecrate — to bless or make holy

hallow — another word for consecrate

Jennie Wade




/t's only right that we horor the men who died
[

here. Abter all, they gave their lives for ovr covntry. The

soldiers have made this a holy grovnd, No Matter what
==
we do, we can rever add to or take from their bravery.

Lincoln was careful not to praise Union
soldiers or blame Confederate soldiers.
Instead, he said that all the men who
fought and died at Gettysburg should
be honored.

. Union soldier Confederate soldier
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‘The world will little note, nor long remember

. what we say here, but it can never forget what

\ . they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be

{ dedicated here to the unfinished work which they

who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced.

==

Confedeo’re soldiers charged
* af Union soldiers during the
Battle of Gettysburg.




People will soon forget abou’r my speech. Byt

[ they will always remetber oA e
fovght here. Those of vs who are alive today have

an important job to do. We myst finish the work of
the soldiers who died. They died to keep this country

together. We mvst continue that fight.
[

Wrong! Lincoln’s Gettysburg The Civil War lasted for
Address remains the most another two years
famous speech given by a

U.S. president.

the Gettysburg battlefield




]71:: Gettyshurg Address Continued

It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the

| great task remaining before us — that from these
z honored dead we take increased devotion to that

! f: * cause for which they here gave the last full measure

 of devotion — that we here highly resolve that

these dead shall not have died in vain —

mmmmsa

devotion — a strong interest

resolve — to decide that you will try hard to do something




We mvst keep this country together. We owe

|
a debt to the men who died here protecting this
nation, 1t's Up to Vs to Make sure these men did

not die for nothing.

Lincoln believed that the main
purpose for the war was to keep
the nation together.

Miééed Opportinity

The Battle of Gettysburg covld possibly
have ended the Civil War, But Union generals
tailed to capture Combederate General
Robert £. Lee and his men. They eéoaped
from Pennsylvania, At the time of the
Gettysburg Address, the war was not over,
Lincoln needed the people’s support to
continve fighting it



perish — to die

]7«: Gestyshurg, Address Continued
that this nation, under God, shall have a new
- birth of freedom — and that government of the
people, by the people for the people, shall not
PEl‘lSh fmm the earth

’M“‘W! mmm, p— ﬂ

Today, the Gettysburg
battlefield is a National
Military Park.




Ovr covntry is a vrited nation here on earth, We have

fought for freedom before and won. We formed ovr own

&

government, We made ovr own laws for our own people.
|

will survive.,

and white, mst be free. That's the only way our covntry

Now, we reed a new Kind of freedom. All citizens, black

B

In the Revolutionary War
(1775-1783), American
colonists fought for
independence from Great
Britain. They won.

Lincoln knew that the war
was also about preserving
the democracy started

by the Founding Fathers.

About 180,000 free black soldiers fought for the Union in

the Civil War.
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ertysburg Address
IT CAMETO BE

For three hot and horrible {
days in 1863, Union and U of
Confederate soldiers battled in |

b Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. The =
' Civil War was in its third year.

But this was the first time the
Confederate army came north a4
to fight on Union ground.

" When the fighting ended on

July 3, the Union seemed to be

| the winner. The Confederate *
army fled south. But both 51des

lost several thousand men.




oAfter the Bastle
The people of Gettysburg were
| left with the bodies of dead soldiers
rotting under the summer sun.
Andrew Curtin, the governor of
Pennsylvania, knew something had
: " to be done. He hired David Wills,
. who lived in Gettysburg, to create
. acemetery for the Union dead. By
November 1863, the éemetery was
eady. Wills invited Edward Everett £
to speak at the dedication. Wills also -
asked President Abraham Lincoln

to address the crowd. The people of
Gettysburg knew Lincoln received
_many invitations to give speeches.

- They never expected him t

David Wills' handwritten
invitation to Lincoln
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People began crowding into the cemetery

grounds early that cool November day. Some

were governors of Union states. Some were
Gettysburg citizens. Some were newspaper
reporters. Many were sold1ers still servmg in
the Union army.. '

It was hard to miss Lincoln in the parade to

the cemetery. He rode on horseback, dressed in
- black. He sat tall in the saddle, holding the reins

in his whlte -gloved hands. Around his tall hat :
was a mourmng band It was a symbol of his gnef -

over the recent deaﬂg of his young son Wlﬂ,l

the only photo taken of
Lincoln at Gettysburg




( On this day, Lincoln felt
weak and dizzy. He would

later learn he had the start

. of a disease called smallpox.

But his greatest concern was
' for his youngest son, Tad. Tad

was sick back in Washington,
D.C. Lincoln’s wife, Mary, had
begged her husband to stay
home. But he had something

important to say to the people
at Gettysburg. ‘
Just days after meoln

took office, southern states
withdrew from the Union. Not
long ‘after, the war between
the North and South began.
- Thousands Qf men h:acigdjed at
 Gettysburg, and the end o
~war was not yet in 's‘igh




Gerting It Right
Lincoln wanted to get his message
¥ just right. He began writing his speech
liiat the Whlte House in Washmgton 248
f The mght before the dedication, Lincoln

b worked on it a little more.

Lincoln chose his words Carefully
"He knew that his most important job
was to keep the country together. He

‘wanted to keep the promise made in

the Declaraﬁon of Independehce that
all men are cre fquél.'He wanted to
hbnoi the dead. But he ‘also wanted to

battle 1tself



What Was the Fighting
abovt, Anyway?

1t was states’ rights - not slavery - that lit the fuse of
the Civil War. Northern states believed the federal government
shovld decide big issves for the entire covntry. Sovthern
states believed the federal government was taking too much
control from the states., They formed their own covntry, the
Combederate States of America.

Lincoln's main goal was to keep the Urited States
together. He did not believe the covntry covld last i# hald the
states had slaves and the other hald did not. His words at
Gettysburg echoed what he had said years earlier when asked
| gbovt slavery. At that time, he said, “A hovse divided against
itseld canmot stond.”




Abraham Lincoln is William Wallace “Willie”
elected 16th President : Lincoln, age 1, dies at the
of the United States. White House.

February 20, 1842
|

November 6, 1860

April 12, 1861
= B
December 1860 January 1, 1863

South Carolina withdraws from Abraham Lincoln issues the
the United States. Ten other Emancipation Proclamation.
states soon follow, forming the This document frees all slaves
Confederate States of America in Confederate states.

(CSA or Confederacy).

Confederate troops
attack Fort Sumter, and
the Civil War begins.




The Battle of Gettysburg is
fought in Pennsylvania.

July 1-3, 1863

November 1863

Lincoln arrives in
Pennsylvania feeling
weak and dizzy.

November 18, 1863

S
November 2, 1863

| David Wills invites Lincoln to
make a few comments at
the Gettysburg Cemetery
dedication.

Thomas “Tad” Lincoln is
sick in Washington D.C.

November 19, 1863

Abraham Lincoln
delivers his famous
Gettysburg Address.




Top Five Reasons to Care abovt

Lincoln's Gettysburg Address

More isn’t necessarily better. Edward
Everett spoke for more than two hours.
Lincoln’s well-chosen words took about
three minutes to deliver.

Soldiers who give up their lives
defending the country deserve honor
and respect. Lincoln reminded people
of this duty in his speech.

The United States was founded on

the ideas of freedom and equality.
Lincoln’s speech reminded people that
these principles are worth fighting for.

Practice makes perfect. Lincoln started
writing his speech weeks before

he gave it. He continued making
improvements to get each word right.

Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address brought
people together by identifying a
common goal: the preservation of the
country.




consecrate — This doesn'+ mean +o +hink really hard abovt

something. To consecrate something means +o make it sacred.

four score and seven — Lincoln wasn't talking abovt

tovchdowns or home runs. In this case, score Means a total |
O} 20 things., Four score Mmeans fovr 20s, and four 205
equals 80. Add seven more years, and you get 37. So, “fovr
score and seven is just a long way of saying $7.

last full measure of devotion — ~No reed for rviers here.

Lincoln meant the soldiers gave everything they had —

literally — for the cavse of Keeping the nation together.

new birth of freedom = This birth has np+hmg +0 do with

babies. Lincoln was +alking abovt makmg all citizens, black
and white, free.




civil war (SIV-il WOR) — a war between different sections or parties
of the same country or nation

consecrate (CON-suh-krate) —to Bless or make holy

dedicate (DED-uh-kate) — to set apart for a special purpose; a
dedication is a special ceremony at the opening of a new bridge,
hospital, cemetery, or the like. -

devotion (di-VOH-shuhn) — the act of giving your time, effort, or
attention to some purpose

endure (en-DUR) — to last for a long time

engaged (en-GAYJD) — involved in doing something
hallow (HAL-oh) — to make sacred or holy

liberty (LIB-ur-tee) — freedom from restriction or control
perish (PER-ish) — to die or to be destroyed

preserve (pri-ZURV) — to protect something so that it stays in its
original state

proposition (prop-uh-ZI-shuhn) — an offer or suggestion
of an idea

resolve (ri-ZOLVE) — to decide that you will try hard to
do something
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