GUIDE TO ARCHDIOCESAN HIGH SCHOOL APPLICATIONS
1. VISITATIONS: Students are encouraged to spend a day at all high schools in which they are interested. These appointments are to be made through each school individually. Many schools schedule these visits through their websites. Visits are limited. SCHEDULE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. N.B.: Prep does not take reservations until September 20. 

2. PLACEMENT EXAMS: Each high school administers a placement exam. THESE ARE NOT ENTRANCE EXAMS. The results are used to place students in the appropriate class level, determine the number of sections and teachers needed for each class, etc. The admissions process is esoteric. The placement exam scores are ONE piece of a multi-faceted process. Most exams are given to 9th, 10th, and 11th graders. Therefore there may be questions on the exam that would be very difficult for students to complete, let alone get correct. Students do not necessarily need to “study” for this exam. Certainly, each should familiarize himself or herself with the format, etc. For example, on the ISEE "a wrong answer and an omitted answer count the same."


Bishop Blanchet, Seattle Prep, and Archbishop Murphy use the Independent School Entrance Exam (ISEE). O’Dea and Holy Names administer the Metropolitan Achievement Test. 


Most placement exams include an essay portion. These are hand written. If your student has accommodations for writing- alternatives are available. HNA provides accommodations with documentation. In the past, Seattle Prep has been the local site permitting the use of laptops for this portion of the ISEE. When registering for the test, make arrangements for accommodations. For more information on accommodations for the ISEE check online at: http://erblearn.org/parents/admission/isee/accommodations 


Check with each individual school to which your student is applying for information. Testing dates and sites vary but generally begin late fall. 
 

3. THE APPLICATION: The application has two components: the St. John’s portion and the Family’s portion. 

St. John’s Portion: One completed copy of the “Confidential Teacher Recommendation Form” and the “Confidential School Report/Transcript Request Form” is due to your student’s homeroom teacher by Conferences. These forms require very general contact information: name, address, etc. Check off any school in which you are interested in applying. St. John teachers and administration will complete the forms, make copies, and send them to the appropriate school. Please be sure to fill out the forms completely- including signatures and student name and school at the top of each paper. 

Family Portion: You must complete an application to each school individually. Families are STRONGLY encouraged to apply to more than one school. Have a Plan B and C. Individual school applications are available on websites and many may be completed online. These include family information, student activities and honors, and essays by both the family and the student. As writing a personal statement is a skill, all 8th grade students will compose a personal statement in class as part of the curriculum. They will brainstorm, draft, and edit a personal statement. These may be used for the student statement if you so choose. Due dates for these applications are FIRM. Most schools will not accept applications after the appointed date. 

4. FINANCIAL AID: Financial Aid is available at many schools. The process is different for each. Please see each school’s site for specific information. 

